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Appendix B 
Clean Version of the Claims 



Claims 1-2 canceled. 

3. (Amended) The bone plating system of claim 23 wherein the first screw is a 
self-tapping screw. 

4. (Amended) The bone plating system of claim 23 wherein the first screw is a 
self-drilling screw. 

5> (Amended) The bone plating system of claim 23 wherein the first screw is 
cannulated for insertion of a guide wire to guide screw placement. 

6. (Amended) The bone plating system of claim 23 wherein the second screw 
is a self-tapping screw. 

7. (Amended) The bone plating system of claim 23 wherein the first plate hole 
has a substantially conical shape. 

8. The bone plating system of claim 7 wherein the first plate hole has a double- 
lead thread. 

9. (Amended) The bone plating system of claim 23 wherein the bone plate has 
a trapezoidal shaped cross section in regions between the first and second plate holes for 
minimizing contact between bone and the bone-contacting surface. 

10. (Amended) The bone plating system of claim 23 wherein at least one of the 
second plate holes is longitudinally elongated and has an edge inclined at an angle to the 
upper surface toward the bone-contacting surface for displacing the bone plate when engaged 
by the head of a second bone screw. 

Claims 11-16 canceled. 



-7- 



DC 1:348134,2 



Received from < > at 4/24/03 8:20:37 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



• 




APR 24 2003 20:43 FR 



TO 17038729303 



P. 13 



1 7. (Amended) The bone plating system of claim 27 wherein the head portion 
is provided with suture holes. 

18. A method for fracture fixation of bone comprising the steps of: 
reducing the fracture to bring bone fragments in close apposition; 
compressing a bone plate against the bone with at least one first fastener to hold the 

fracture reduction; and 

securing at least one second fastener at a fixed angular relationship to the bone plate, 

wherein the at least one first fastener is inserted before the at least one second fastener and 
the at least one first fastener and the at least one second fastener remain in bone for 
substantially as long as the bone plate is implanted. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 8, wherein the fracture is a peri-articular fracture. 

20. The method of claim 1 8, wherein the fracture is adjacent at least one of the 
following group: a distal tibia, a proximal tibia, a distal femur, or proximal femur. 

2 1 . The method of claim 1 8, further comprising securing at least one third fastener 
at a fixed angular relationship to the bone plate, wherein third fastener is fixed at a different 
angular relationship to the bone plate than the second fastener. 

22. Canceled 

23. A bone plating system for fixation of bone comprising: 
a bone plate having: 



surfaces; 

a first screw having a shaft with a thread for engaging bone and a head with a thread 
configured and dimensioned to mate with the thread of the first hole; and 

a second screw having a shaft with a thread for engaging bone and a head, wherein 
the first and second screws remain seated in their respective holes for substantially as long as 
the bone pJate is implanted, 

wherein the bone plate includes a plurality of first and second holes, and a 
corresponding plurality of first and second screws are provided, and 



an upper surface; 

a bone-contacting surface; 

at least one first hole passing through the upper and bone-contacting surfaces 



and having a thread; and 



at least one second hole passing through the upper and bone-contacting 
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wherein the bone plate includes a head portion configured and dimensioned to 
conform to a metaphysis of a bone and a shaft portion configured and dimensioned to 
conform to a diaphysis of a bone and the head portion has only first plate holes. 

24. (New) A bone plating system for fixation of bone comprising: 
a bone plate having: 

an upper surface; 

a bone-contacting surface; 

at least one first hole passing through the upper and bone-contacting surfaces 
and having a thread; and 

at least one second hole passing through the upper and bone-contacting 

surfaces; 

a first screw having a shaft with a thread for engaging bone and a head with a thread 
configured and dimensioned to mate with the thread of the first hole; and 

a second screw having a shaft with a thread for engaging bone and a head, wherein 
the first and second screws remain seated in their respective holes for substantially as long as 
the bone plate is implanted, 

wherein the bone plate includes a plurality of first and second holes, and a 
corresponding plurality of first and second screws are provided, and 

wherein the bone plate includes a head portion configured and dimensioned to 
conform to a metaphysis of a bone and a shaft portion configured and dimensioned to 
conform to a diaphysis of a bone and wherein the head portion has a curved surface, includes 
an anterior fork substantially parallel to an anterior side of the shaft portion, and includes a 
posterior fork extending out from a posterior side of the shaft portion. 

25. (New) A bone plating system for fixation of bone comprising: 
a bone plate having: 

an upper surface; 

a bone-contacting surface; 

at least one first hole passing through the upper and bone-contacting surfaces 
and having a thread; and 

at least one second hole passing through the upper and bone-contacting 

surfaces; 

a first screw having a shaft with a thread for engaging bone and a head with a thread 
configured and dimensioned to mate with the thread of the first hole; and 
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a second screw having a shaft with a thread for engaging bone and a head» wherein 
the first and second screws remain seated in their respective holes for substantially as long as 
the bone plate is implanted, 

wherein the bone plate includes a plurality of first and second holes, and a 
corresponding plurality of first and second screws are provided, and 

wherein the bone plate includes a head portion configured and dimensioned to 
conform to a metaphysis of a bone and a shaft portion configured and dimensioned to 
conform to a diaphysis of a bone and wherein the shaft portion has both first and second plate . 
holes. 

26. (New) A bone plating system for fixation of bone comprising: 
a bone plate having: 

an upper surface; 

a bone-contacting surface; 

at least one first hole passing through the upper and bone-contacting surfaces 
and having a thread; and 

at least one second hole passing through the upper and bone-contacting 

surfaces; 

a first screw having a shaft with a thread for engaging bone and a head with a thread 
configured and dimensioned to mate with the thread of the first hole; and 

a second screw having a shaft with a thread for engaging bone and a head, wherein 
the first and second screws remain seated in their respective holes for substantially as long as 
the bone plate is implanted, 

wherein the bone plate includes a plurality of first and second holes, and a 
corresponding plurality of first and second screws are provided, and 

wherein the bone plate includes a head portion configured and dimensioned to 
conform to a metaphysis of a bone and a shaft portion configured and dimensioned to 
conform to a diaphysis of a bone and wherein the shaft portion has a trapezoidal shaped cross 
section in regions between the first and second screw holes for minimizing contact between 
bone and the bone-contacting surface. 

27. (New) A bone plating system for fixation of bone comprising: 
a bone plate having: 

an upper surface; 

a bone-contacting surface; 
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at least one first hole passing through the upper and bone-contacting surfaces 
and having a thread; and 

at least one second hole passing through the upper and bone-contacting 

surfaces; 

a first screw having a shaft with a thread for engaging bone and a head with a thread 
configured and dimensioned to mate with the thread of the first hole; and 

a second screw having a shaft with a thread for engaging bone and a head, wherein 
the first and second screws remain seated in their respective holes for substantially as long as 
the bone plate is implanted, 

wherein the bone plate includes a plurality of first and second holes, and a 
corresponding plurality of first and second screws are provided, and 

wherein the bone plate includes a head portion configured and dimensioned to 
conform to a metaphysis of a bone and a shaft portion configured and dimensioned to 
conform to a diaphysis of a bone and wherein the head portion flares outward from the shaft. 
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